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Our Heritage @ Risk  
 
Criteria for Degree of risk and nature of threats, significance and fate 
 
Risk 
*****   Imminent risk - no solution agreed 
****   High risk -  no solution agreed  
***   High risk - solution agreed but not implemented  
**    Immediate risk – no solution  
*    Immediate risk – solution agreed but not implemented 
  
*****  
Imminent risk - no solution agreed 
 
 
****  
High risk – no solution agreed  
 
 
***  
High risk –solution agreed but not implemented 
 
 
**    
Immediate risk – no solution agreed 
 
 
*   
Immediate risk- solution agreed but not implemented 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Symbol for risk,  
 

 Major loss of fabric or heritage values if no action taken within 6 months. Object 
will be irreparably damaged or removed from public access 

 
 Major loss of fabric or heritage values if no action taken within 12 months. Object 

will be irreparably damaged or removed from public access 
 

 Major loss of fabric or heritage values if agreed action not undertaken in a timely 
manner 

 
 Significant loss of fabric or heritage values if no action taken within 6 months 

 
 Significant loss of fabric or heritage values if agreed action not taken in a timely 

manner 
 
Threats 
*****  Destruction   Complete loss of heritage value  
      (eg  threat of demolition ) 
 
****  Deterioration   Heritage value compromised or   
      partially lost (eg. threat of development,   
      inappropriate development, neglect) 
***  Devaluation   Heritage value compromised or not   
                 valued or partially lost but not to extent   
                             of deterioration; eg loss of heritage street    
                                         character; redundancy such as loss of     
      working port 
**  Damage   Heritage values damaged but repairable 
*  Disturbance   Heritage values disturbed- (inc disposal) 
 
Examples of types of threats 

 Demolition 
 Development pressure 
 Government policy change/strategy/ legislation 
 Inappropriate development (loss of curtilage, out of scale adjacent 

development, non-sympathetic re-development) 
 Neglect (if severe leading to total loss of fabric/heritage, placed under 

destruction or fitting into lower level category) 
 Redundancy (if a major cause of potential loss of entire heritage value, 

can be classified as threat of destruction otherwise lower category)  
 Loss of habitat 
 Disposal 
 Damage & degradation (if severe, could fit into destruction, 

otherwise, damage) 



 
 
Each of these threats depending on severity could fit into any of the above categories, 
with the exception of demolition which would immediately be placed under destruction. 
 
The threat categories relate to degree of loss of heritage. 
 

 Symbol for threats not determined yet 
 Significance 
 Criteria for significance is based on Burra Charter 

 
All nominations must meet significance criteria in one or more of: 

 Aesthetic 
 Historic 
 Scientific 
 Social 
 Spiritual 

 
A statement of significance must accompany the nomination and may include the 
following: 
 

 Representativeness 
 
 Authenticity 

 
 Rarity 

 
Fates 
***** Saved and secure. Solution agreed and implemented 
 
****  Stable. Solution agreed but not yet fully implemented- not yet saved or secure 
 
*** Surviving -Still at risk- in Suspense- unresolved 
 
**   Suffering- situation deteriorating 
 
*  Stuffed/ shattered or smashed! Lost 
 
Can be removed from OH@R list 

 Saved but not secured / working towards solution but not completed (eg not yet 
found adaptive re-use) or saved but no on-going funding and/or CMP 

 
 Threat remains. No change, no decision, no action, no solution 
 Still under threat/ getting worse- heritage values suffering from neglect/ 

compromise/ damage/ deterioration/ devaluation, no solution in sight but not 
yet lost completely. With action can still be saved  

 Lost! Demolished! Heritage values destroyed completely 


